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Marcu 11 (legislative day, Fesruary 25), 1952.—Ordered to be aipted 
— 
Mr. McCarran, from the Committee on the Jitliclary¢ submitted 
the following >. Cz 


<r" : 


REPORT “*” 


|To accompany S. 992} 


The Committee on the Judiciary, to which was referred the bill 
(S. 992) for the relief of Daniel Wolkonsky and his wife, Xenia Wol- 
konsky, having considered the same, reports favorably thereon with 
an amendment and recommends that the bill, as amended, do pass. 


AMENDMENT 


On line 11, strike the words ‘‘one number” and insert in lieu thereof 
the words ‘‘two numbers” 


PURPOSE OF THE BILL 


The purpose of the bill, as amended, is to grant the status of per- 
manent residence in the United States to Daniel Wolkonsky and his 
wife, Xenia Wolkonsky. The bill provides for appropriate quota 
deductions and for the payment of the required visa fees and head 
taxes. The bill as originally introduced provided for the deduction 
of only one number from the appropriate quota and has been amended 
to deduct two numbers from:the appropriate quota. 


STATEMENT OF FACTS 


The beneficiaries of the bill are husband and wife. They are 49- 
and 32-year-old natives of Russia and claim to be aiphelere, at the 
present. time. They last entered the United States on March 27, 1950, 
for the purpose of Mr. Wolkonsky working as a Russian cath rpre ter 
for the United Nations. Mr. Wolkonsky was unable to secure em- 
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ployment with the United Nations but was offered a position with the 
United States Army Language School at the Presidio of Monterey, 
Calif., as an instructor in the Russian language. They have resided 
outside of Russia since the revolution in 1919. The head of the Army 
Language School where Mr. Wolkonsky is employed states that it 
would be difficult to replace Mr. Wolkonsky. 

A letter dated September 7, 1951, to the chairman of the Senate 
Committee on the Judiciary from the Deputy Attorney General with 
reference to the case reads as follows: 

SEPTEMBER 7, 1951. 
Hon. Pat McCarran, 
Chairman, Committee on the Judiciary, 
United States Senate, Washington, D. C. 


My Dear Senator: This is in response to your request for the views of the 
Department of Justice relative to the bill (S. 992) for the relief of Daniel Wol- 
konsky and his wife, Xenia Wolkonsky, aliens. 

The bill would provide that Daniel Wolkonsky and his wife, Xenia Wolkonsky, 
shall be considered to have been lawfully admitted to the United States for 
permanent residence as of the date of its enactment, upon payment of the re- 
quired visa fees and head taxes. It would also direct the Secretary of State to 
instruct the quota-control officer to deduct one number from the appropriate 
immigration quota. 

The files of the Immigration and Naturalization Service of this Department 
disclose that Mr. Wolkonsky was born at St. Petersburg, Russia, on March 21, 
1902, and his wife, Xenia, at Yalta, Russia, on November 22, 1919. They are 
citizens of Russia of the Russian race, and claim to be stateless. They entered 
the United States at the port of New York, Mr. Wolkonsky on March 27, 1950, 
and his wife on April 12, 1950, both being admitted under section 3 (7) of the 
Immigration Act of 1924 for the duration of their status. According to Mr. 
Wolkonsky, he was admitted for the purpose of working as a Russian interpreter 
for the United Nations and his wife was admitted to join him for the duration of 
his status. Mr. Wolkonsky was unable to secure employment with the United 
Nations but was offered a position with the United States Army Language School 
at the Presidio of Monterey, Calif.; as an instructor in the Russian language, 
which offer he accepted. He earns $3,825 per year. The aliens’ immigration 
status was subsequently changed to that of temporary visitor under section 3 (2) 
of the Immigration Act of 1924, and they were granted an extension of their 
temporary stay until May 17, 1951. 

The files further disclose that Mr. and Mrs Wolkinsky were married in Florence, 
Italy, on May 7, 1947. Mr. Wolkonsky stated that his family has resided outside 
of Russia since the revolution in 1919, and that he has never returned to Russia. 
He has resided in Italy, France, Denmark, Austria, England, Mexico, and the 
United States, but has never been naturalized in any of these countries. He 
entered the United States on two previous occasions, once in October 1948, and 
again in May 1949, on his way to and from the Mexico City International Broad- 
casting Conference. Mrs. Wolkonsky stated that she and other members of her 
family escaped from Russia in 1919, at the time of the Revolution, and have re- 
mained out of Russia since. She has resided in Italy, France, Denmark, Austria, 
England, Mexico, and the United States, but has never been naturalized in any 
other country. 

The quota of Russia, to which the aliens are chargeable, is oversubscribed and 
quota immigration visas are not readily obtainable. The record, however, presents 
no facts which weuld justify the enactment of special legislation granting them a 
preference over the many other aliens in Russia and other foreign countries, who 
are awaiting an opportunity to come to this country for permanent residence, but 
who are unable to do so because of the oversubscription of the quotas to which 
they are chargeable. 

Accordingly, the Department of Justice is unable to recommend enactment of 
the bill. 

Yours sincerely; 


Peyton Forp, 
Deputy Attorney General. 
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Senator William F. Knowland, the author of the bill, has submitted 
the following information in connection with the case: 


Question No. 1. The circmstances surrounding the entry of the person tothe United 
States. 


On February 11, 1949, the Mexican Government issued to Mr. Daniel Wol- 
konsky and his wife, Xenia, a ‘‘Documento de Indentidad y Viaje’’ which was 
valid for 2 years. Based on this document, the Wolkonskys secured from the 
American Consulate General in Mexico City a 3(7) visa, and entered the United 
States on this visa on March 27, 1950. 

In the United States, Mr. Wolkonsky was offered and accepted the job of 
instructor of Russian in the Army Language School, the Presidio, Monterey, 
Calif. Upon instructions which he received from the United States Army 
Language School Mr. Wolkonsky requested permission, from the Department of 
State and the Immigration and Naturalization Service of the Department, to 
accept this position. The permissions were granted, and the Wolkonsky’s status 
was changed from 3(7), temporary visa, to 3(2), the indefinite status of a tempo- 
rary visitor, which status can be extended indefinitely every 6 months subject to 
parallel extension of the basic travel document. 

However, the validity of the Wolkonskys travel document expired on February 
10, 1951, the Mexican Government having refused to extend it for the reason, that 
Government is not among the governments which participated in the inter- 
national convention concerning the issuance of travel documents to stateless 
refugees. 


Question No. 2. The present activities of such person. 
Instructor in Russian at the Army Language School, the Presidio, Monterey, 
Calif. 
Question No. 3. How such person is presently earning a living, or whether dependent 
on some other person for support? 
His earnings as such instructor provide livelihood for his wife and himself. 
Question No. 4. Whether or not such person is engaged in any activities, political or 
otherwise, injurious to the American public interest. 
The fact that Daniel Wolkonsky fled Russia at the time of the Bolshevist 
Revolution (1919) and has been a refugee and a stateless person since. 
Question No. 5. Has such person been convicted of an offense under any Federal or 
State law, and if so, what offense? 


To our knowledge, neither Mr. Daniel Wolkonsky nor his wife, Xenia, have 
ever been convicted under any Federal or State law. 





Toitstoy Founpbation, INc., 
New York 17, N. Y., December 12, 1951. 
Re: Woikonsky, Daniel and Xenia. 
Mr. Georce WILsonN, 
Administrative Assistant to Senator William F. Knowland, 
United States Senate, 
Washington, D. C. 

Dear Mr. Wiison: Thank you for yours of December 7 with attached copy of 
Mr. Peyton Ford’s letter to Senator McCarran of September 7, 1951. 

I think the case of Mr. Daniel Woikonsky and his wife is stated in Mr. Ford’s 
letter correctly, but that certain additional details have escaped the attention of 
the Department of Justice. 

Mr. Wolkonsky does not have a valid passport nor is any foreign country willing 
to accept him and grant him an entry permit. He is at present threatened with 
arrest, and deportation to Mexico, which would mean incarceration in a Mexican 
jail for illegal entry into the country. If the Department of Justice does not carry 
out its threat on deportation he will either become an illegal resident or be taken 
into custody for an indefinite term on Ellis Island. In either of which cases he 
would be unable to continue his work with the United States Army, which from 
all reports reaching me has been very much appreciated by the school of Monterey. 

Mr. and Mrs. Wolkonsky have no residence in Europe. Mr. Wolkonsky’s 
only sister is an American citizen living in New York City. Mrs. Wolkonsky has 
two brothers in the United States, both American citizens, one of them a veteran 
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of the reeent war. They are an exceptionally closely knitted family, all whose 
American members have become firmly settled in our country and established 
themselves as respectful and honorable citizens. 

The above-quoted facts, as well as my firm conviction that Mr. Wolkonsky is 
of service to this country make me fee! that his case deserves reconsideration and 
I would indeed be obliged to you for placing them before Senator Knowland. 

Than you for the attention vou have given to this matter, 

Very sincerely yours, 
ALEXANDRA TOLSTOY, 
President. 


HEADQUARTERS ARMY LANGUAGE SCHOOL, 
Presidio of Monterey, Calif., December 18, 1951. 
Hon. Wiitu1aM F. KNOWLAND, 
United States Senate, Washington, D. C. 

Dear SENATOR KNOWLAND: I write you in connection with the immigration 
status of Mr. Daniel Wolkonsky, a member of my faculty engaged in the in- 
struction of the Russian language to officers and enlisted men of the United States 
Army and the United States Air Force. 

I am advised tht Mr. Wolkonsky’s continued residence in the United States is 
in jeopardy. 

Mr. Wolkonsky was employed by me as an instructor of Russian at the Army 
Language School on or about December 1, 1950. Since hiring him, I have ob- 
served Mr. Wolkonsky to be an excellent teacher, amiable, and well able to get 
along with his students and colleagues. 

I have found that highly qualified Russian instructors, such as Mr. Wolkonsky, 
are extremely hard to come by these days, and his replacement, should his services 
be lost to me, would indeed be a difficult task. 

These considerations have prompted me to write you in connection with the 
advisability of the reintroduction of Senate bill 992, Eighty-second Congress, 
providing for the private relief of Daniel and Xenia Wolkonsky. I shall deeply 
appreciate any courtesy you may extend Mr. Wolkonsky in this regard. 

Yours very truly, 
C. H. BARNWELL, 
Colonel, Infantry, Commandaat. 


The committee, after consideration of all the facts in the case, is 
of the opinion that the bill (S. 992), as amended, should be enacted. 
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